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U-Multirank 2021 

Specification of programmes and degrees included 

 

This text specifies the range of programmes that can be included in U-Multirank and defines the 

subjects of the 2021 edition. Both are based on the UNESCO ISCED classification of fields of education 

and training as closely as possible. 

 

I. Degree Programmes 

U-Multirank includes all programmes that are equivalent to ISCED classification 6 and 7:  

 Bachelor and equivalent (ISCED 6) 

 Master and equivalent (ISECED 7) 

Hence included are also: 

 First degrees equivalent to a Bachelor (up to 4 years duration) 

 Undivided long first degrees equivalent to a Master (5 + years) 

Not included are: 

 Short degrees equivalent to ISCED 5 (e.g. Foundation degrees or associate degrees) 

 Graduate certificates/ diplomas 

 PhD programmes (ISCED 8) 

For reasons of comparability, we do not include: 

 Programmes of teacher education 

 Genuine distance learning programmes 

 

 

  

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/international-standard-classification-of-education-fields-of-education-and-training-2013-detailed-field-descriptions-2015-en.pdf
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II. Specification of Subjects 

 
Our definitions and delineations of the field refer to the UNESCO  ISCED-F 2013 Classification of Fields 

of Education and Training as far as possible. For your information, the classification of fields is attached 

as Annex I. The full document can be found here. 

 

The 2021 subject rankings will focus on health and wealth fields. In 2021 the 2018 U-Multirank subjects 

will be updated. In addition, two new subjects, agriculture and veterinary science, will be added. The 

2021 data collection includes: 

 

 (Humane) Medicine (update) 

 Dentistry (update) 

 Nursing (update) 

 Pharmacology/Pharmacy (update) 

 Psychology (update) 

 Social work (update) 

 Agriculture (new) 

 Veterinary Science (new) 
 
 

General remark on interdisciplinary programmes 

Interdisciplinary or broad programmes and qualifications are those which combine two or more fields 

of education and training with no single field dominating. Many interdisciplinary programmes and 

qualifications cover several narrow or even broad fields (in terms of ISCED-F 2013). 

In our understanding, the ‘leading subject rule’ is applied to determine the field to which the inter-

disciplinary study programme should be assigned. 

To give an example: If a programme consists of 60% social work, 20% psychology and 20% nursing, it 

should be classified as social work as this is the dominant subject. 

If there is no leading subject (e.g. 50% social work and 50% psychology), the decision to assign the 

programmes to the appropriate subject is left to the institution. 

In the data collection process , you can specify if fields are interdisciplinary. 

 

 

1. Humane Medicine 

 

Our definition of the field corresponds to the narrow field “912 Medicine” of ISCED-F 2013.  

 

Important note: For reasons of comparability the medicine ranking will include only 

institutions/departments/schools that are offering degree programmes in medical doctor 

education.  

In addition to these medical doctor education programmes, other programmes in the field of 

medicine/clinical medicine and bio-medicine offered by the same unit can be included. 

There will be a separate ranking of nursing (see 3). 

  

http://uis.unesco.org/sites/default/files/documents/international-standard-classification-of-education-fields-of-education-and-training-2013-detailed-field-descriptions-2015-en.pdf
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2. Dentistry 

 

Our definition of the field corresponds to detailed field “0911 Dental studies” of ISCED-F 2013 

classification. 

To participate in the dentistry ranking, units that offer both human medicine and dentistry 

programmes should be able to split up data on students, staff and income between the two 

subjects. If not, both should be included in the medicine ranking. 

 

 

3. Nursing 

 

Our definition of the field corresponds to detailed field “0913 Nursing and midwifery” of ISCED-F 

2013 classification. 

 

Not to be included: 

 ISCED detailed field „0915 Therapy and rehabilitation” 
 

 

4. Pharmacy/Pharmacology 

 

Our definition of the field corresponds to the detailed field “0916 Pharmacy” of the ISCED 2013 

classification. 

To participate in the pharmacy ranking, units that offer both human medicine and pharmacy 

programmes should be able to split up data on students, staff and income between the two 

subjects. 

 

 

5. Psychology 

 

Our definition of the field corresponds to the detailed field “0313 Psychology” of the ISCED 2013 

classification. 

 

The following programmes can be included: 

 General psychology programmes 

 Specialised psychology programmes, as e.g.  

o clinical psychology 

o cognitive psychology 

o social psychology 

o business psychology 
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6. Social work 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “0923 Social work and counselling” of 

ISCED-F 2013 classification. 

The following programmes can be included: 

 General social work programmes 

 Specialised programmes focusing on particular groups and fields  

 

Not to be included are: 

 Education science programmes (already covered in U-Multirank 2020) 

 

7. Agriculture 

Our definition of the subject includes the detailed field “081 Agriculture” of the ISCED-F 2013 

classification, including both general programmes in “Agriculture Science” as well as specialised 

programmes. 

It is possible to include programmes in: 

 Crop and livestock production (ISCED 0811) 

 Horticulture (ISCED 0812) 

 

Not to be included are: 

 ISCED detailed field “082 Forestry” 

 ISCED detailed field “083 Fisheries” 

 ISCED detailed field “084 Veterinary” (see 8) 

 ISCED field  0721 “Food processing 

 

 

8. Veterinary Science 

Our definition of the subject includes the narrow field “084 Veterinary” of the ISCED-F 2013 

classification. 

It is possible to include programmes in: 

 Animal health care 

 Animal reproduction (science) 

 Artificial insemination (of animals) 

 Veterinary assisting 

 Veterinary medicine 

 Veterinary nursing 

 Veterinary science 

 

Not to be included are: 

Study of animal breeding (see detailed field 0811 ‘Crop and livestock production’) is excluded and 

included in the agriculture subject ranking (see 7.). 
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